
Minutes of Rappahannock Garden Club Meeting 
June 9, 2016 

 
 

President Bonnie Schaschak welcomed members and guests after which 
Chaplain Cheryl Brown Davis offered a blessing.  The hostess committee 
consisted of Jo Manson (chair), Jane Austin, Susan Edmonds, Mary Ann 
McKay, Glo Romaine, Margie Redlin, Julia Brandt, and Muffin Fitzpatrick.  
Birthdays of the month included Betty Wachter Baylor, JoAnn Smith, Pat 
Willett, and Muffin Fitzpatrick.  Cheryl Brown Davis led the group in singing 
“Happy Birthday.” 
 
President Bonnie called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  The president’s 
message, in keeping with the 2016 theme Environmental Stewardship, 
consisted of a brief summary of sustainable gardening tips.  She referred 
to Shelley Stonebrook’s article in Mother Earth News that contained input 
from readers about eighty-two sustainable gardening tips, some of which 
included reusing and recycling materials in gardens, saving water and 
conserving energy, sustainable gardening tools, and providing habitat for 
wildlife and pollinators.  The link to the article is: 
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic 
-gardening/gardening-techniques/sustainable-gardening-zm0z11zsto.aspx 
 
Old business included the review of minutes and financials from the May 
meeting that had been posted on the website.  Cheryl Brown Davis made a 
motion, seconded by Margaret Curtis, and approved by the membership 
that the minutes and financial report be approved.  It was reported that 
Peggy May, a member of the club since November 2006, is not doing well.  
It was also announced that Sandra Harris has pneumonia.  Get well cards 
were circulated for members to sign.  President Bonnie announced that the 
May newsletter had been posted and that editor Cathie Elliott would be 
providing additional details during the meeting.  Bonnie asked for 
volunteers to be hostesses for the July meeting.  She will chair the 
committee, and Anita Shawver had already committed to help.  Other 
volunteers included Jo Creighton, Debbie Burgess, and Cheryl Brown 
Davis. Bonnie announced the need for volunteers to work at the Free 
Health Clinic.  Mary Jacobs will work with Karen Rosenfeld the week of 
June 19th, Margie Redlin will work with Margaret Curtis the week of June 
26th, and Bonnie volunteered her nieces and nephews to work with Karen 
Rosenfeld the week of July 3rd.  Debbie Burgess volunteered to be a guide 
for the July meeting, and Sharon Rowe and Deborah Brooks volunteered 
for novice judges. 
 
In the absence of Cathie Ward, Sharon Rowe gave an update on the 
gardening needs at the Free Health Clinic.  She said she had weeded, but 
there was a need for additional mulch.  There is money in the budget for 



needed items at the FHC.  A suggestion was made that some members 
might want to gift mulch or fertilizer.  It was also suggested that Cathie or 
Sharon check with GEO Products and Farm & Home Supply for best 
pricing.  Cathie Elliott discussed the upcoming field trip that was 
mentioned in the newsletter.  She and Jo Manson are organizing a field trip 
to Lisa Ziegler’s farm on June 18th, the only day this year that her farm will 
be open to the public.  Members wishing to participate need to be at Grace 
Church by 8:30 a.m., and they will carpool first to the farm, then have 
lunch, and visit the Forest Lane Botanicals.  Return time is expected to be 
around 4:00 or 4:30 p.m.  Cathie also discussed a new project that was 
described on page 4 of the newsletter.  It came about as a result of her 
sister Carol Clark visiting Riverbirch Nursery to purchase milkweed.  She 
learned that Riverbirch has a caterpillar club to have wildlife habitat.  
Cathie thought that a survey of members who are planning to provide a 
monarch butterfly habitat might indicate an interest in the club.  Mary Ann 
McKay had a signup sheet for Freddie the Frog volunteers.  She is in 
charge of the Youth Program and will need volunteers for the eight-week 
session at the Boys and Girls Club.  Cathie Elliott will portray the 
frightened frog.  Margie Redlin made a request on behalf of the YMCA.  She 
announced that Togetherhood was scheduled for Saturday, June 25th at the 
Y.  It involves an hour of reading to children.  Members were encouraged to 
volunteer. 
 
Vice president Jenny Boyenga discussed the workshop for July.  It is 
entitled Terrariums.  She showed various containers that can be used for 
terrariums and said they could be purchased from the dollar store.  The 
theme is beach related so white sand, sands of different color, sand 
dollars, shells, white rocks, and fossils can be used and can be purchased 
online or at Michael’s or the Dollar Tree.  She suggested that members 
review pp. 83-85 in the Handbook.  She did a demonstration and provided a 
worksheet for members.  There was also a signup sheet for members to 
order succulents, of which all cacti are succulents. 
 
Vice president Jenny introduced the guest speaker Barbara Dillard as one 
of the top floral designers in the state.  She is a master accredited judge for 
NGC, Inc. and a member of the Designers Guild of Richmond.  She has 
been a member of the Midlothian Garden Club for fifty years.  Barbara has 
the distinct honor of being the first accredited judge in the state of Virginia 
to be invited to judge at the Philadelphia Flower Show.  At the beginning of 
the program the speaker commented on the creative containers, saying 
they were fascinating as she started making arrangements from scratch.  
She had a captive audience as she demonstrated the art of creative design.  
She used willow, monstera leaves, sunflowers, lilies, palm spathe, 
hydrangea, and variegated fatsia in designing the arrangements.  In 
concluding Barbara invited members of the RGC to a flower show on 



September 13th at the Episcopal Church in Salisbury that her garden club is 
sponsoring. 
 
Cathie Elliott had some unfinished business to present at the end of the 
meeting.  She announced that a memorial service was being planned for 
state trooper Chad Carr on Saturday, June 11, at 2:00 p.m., at the 
Kilmarnock Museum.  He is the son of Cathie Carr who has been an ardent 
supporter of the RGC.  She has invited garden club members to her home 
for a potluck dinner after the service. 
 
Raffle tickets had been sold during the meeting for a strand of pearls.  
Cheryl Brown Davis was the winner of the pearls.  In the silent auction 
Cathie Elliott was the highest bidder for a picture frame with a garden 
theme.  Plant materials that were not used by the guest designer were 
auctioned.  Carol Clark was the highest bidder at fifty dollars. 
 
Horticulture, food garden, and artistic design results were announced. 
Horticulture 
Deborah Burgess – 8 Blue – 40 points 
Carol Clark – 7 Blue – 35 points 
Margaret Curtis – 4 Blue – 20 points 
Mary Jacobs – 1 Blue – 5 points 
Janice Litsinger – 1 Blue – 5 points 
Anne O’Bryant – 2 Red – 6 points 
Katherine Pickle – 1 Blue, 1 Yellow – 7 points 
Margie Redlin – 3 Blue, 3 Red – 24 points 
Sharon Rowe – 7 Blue, 2 Red – 41 points 
Marty Wilson – 6 Blue, 2 Red – 36 points   
 
Food Garden 
Deborah Burgess – 2 Blue plus Best in Show – 20 points 
Carol Clark – 2 Blue, 2 Yellow – 14 points 
Sharon Rowe – 1 Blue – 5 points 
 
Artistic Design 
Cathie Elliott – 1 Blue plus Best in Show – 15 points 
Margie Redlin – 1 Blue – 5 points 
Carol Clark – 1 Red – 3 points        
 
Aleta Hoffman made a motion to adjourn.  Jo Manson seconded the motion 
that was approved by membership.  Time of adjournment was 2:15 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anne O’Bryant 
Recording Secretary 
 


